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"An Evening of Censorship" aka: The Dionysium at
"Banned, Burned, Seized and Censored"

In this Internet age, censorship isn’t much of a going
concern in America. Yet, things were different in this
country back when cars had a rumble seat, a lady never
went out without her gloves and telephones still plugged
into the wall.

Nowadays the phrase “Banned in Boston” is little more
than a wink and a nod to a far more puritanical part of
the twentieth century, but that wasn't always the case.
Up until the middle of the twentieth century, some
works of literature were actually "Banned in Boston!"

As one of the Ransom Center’s current exhibit's
“Banned, Burned, Seized and Censored” explains,
organizations like The New England Watch and Ward
Society were once a powerful force in keeping
theoretically “objectionable” material away from the
public.

austin

http://www.austinist.com/
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DB2HMp1XmzUoq7G4zQ6QHnxYDIA9rB2akEAAAAEAEg2vT2ATgAWIKAyJ1oYMnGqYvApNgPsgENYXVzdGluaXN0LmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBR2h0dHA6Ly9hdXN0aW5pc3QuY29tLzIwMTEvMTEvMDEvdGhlX2Rpb255c2l1bV9hdF9iYW5uZWRfYnVybmVkc2VpemUucGhw4AEEmALoB8ACAuACAOoCFkF1c3RpbmlzdF9CYWNrXzE2MHg2MDD4Av7RHpADpAOYA6QDqAMB4AQBoAYW%26num%3D0%26sig%3DAOD64_2VlBec5x6Z2O8a27JCgsbbgNzNpg%26client%3Dca-pub-6614671546553649%26adurl%3Dhttp://altfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/8975-122205-10828-15?mpt=1330114970
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watch_and_Ward_Society
http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/exhibitions/2011/banned/
http://austinist.com/2013/12/18/parents_are_angry_that_a_middle_sch.php
http://austinist.com/2013/12/18/the_swifts_attic_team_is_opening_a.php
http://austinist.com/2013/12/12/10_photos_of_delightfully_retro_aus.php
http://austinist.com/
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B02uJ1XmzUvfCC7CZ6gHF8YDADrKmxK4EAAAAEAEg2vT2ATgAWJKigNF4YMnGqYvApNgPsgENYXVzdGluaXN0LmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBR2h0dHA6Ly9hdXN0aW5pc3QuY29tLzIwMTEvMTEvMDEvdGhlX2Rpb255c2l1bV9hdF9iYW5uZWRfYnVybmVkc2VpemUucGhw4AECmALoB8ACAuACAOoCFkF1c3RpbmlzdF9CYWNrXzMwMHgyNTD4Av7RHpADpAOYA6QDqAMB4AQBoAYW&num=0&sig=AOD64_1h0wW7EWRhMwBfbzRBdSBRbTfezA&client=ca-pub-6614671546553649&adurl=http%3a//bs.serving%2dsys.com/BurstingPipe/BannerRedirect.bs?cn=brd%26FlightID=8331096%26Page=%26sessionid=1398439130146502876%26PluID=0%26EyeblasterID=17246051%26Pos=41627146701160%26ord=160461160
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2faustinist.com%2f2011%2f11%2f01%2fthe_dionysium_at_banned_burnedseize.php&id=ma-131219175727-a5d3a81f
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

"An Evening of Censorship"
Wednesday, November 2, 7 p.m.
Harry Ransom Center (21st & Guadalupe)
Donation of $8 is suggested
[info]

One of the most famous cases of 20th century
censorship took place over James Joyce’s
groundbreaking novel Ulysses. 

When Ulysses was originally published by Sylvia Beach
in Paris in 1922, it was seen as a provocative, scandalous and socially dangerous work. It was considered to be
so dangerous that you couldn’t even bring one of the blue-covered copies into the United States! (One of those
1922 editions of Ulysses is included in the exhibit.) 

The exhibit explains that Ulysses was not the only book
banned in 20th Century America. Forever Amber, The
Tropic of Cancer and The Children’s Hour were among
the works that had difficult time making their unabridged
way to an audience.

As an added attraction to this exhibition, the Dionysium
variety show "An Evening of Censorship" will be held in collaboration with the exhibition on the evening of
November 2.

Featuring music from the always dashing Graham Reynolds, and a “reading of banned literature” this
censorship-themed variety show will feature musicians, debaters, and humorists. 
We’re told the evening will include:

Composer/musician Graham Reynolds (Golden Arm Trio) performing music inspired by Shostakovich's
banned opera, Lady Macbeth.

Writer Amanda Krauss, on the problems of knowing obscenity when you see it.

Dionysium founder L.B. Deyo, leading a debate on whether censorship is a legitimate function of
government.

A reading of banned literature.

A presentation of the Greenwich Village Bookshop door, signed on both sides by more than 240 artists,
writers, and publishers from the 1920s New York bohemian scene.

Wine from Rex-Goliath!

It’s probably good that the New England Watch and Ward Society isn’t going to be around on November 2.
Otherwise they’d be objecting to many of the goings on at the Ransom Center that night!

If you miss the partytime of "An Evening of Censorship," the "Banned, Burned, Seized and Censored" exhibit
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continues through January 22 at the Ransom Center. 

Contact the author of this article or email tips@austinist.com with further questions, comments or tips.

By annainaustin in Arts & Entertainment on Nov 1, 2011 4:00 PM
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