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The Spirit Cabinet
by Paul Quarrington
Atlantic Monthly Press, 352 pp., $24

Treading on ground that readers of Tom Tryon's Night
Magic may find familiar, The Spirit Cabinet looks at the
division separating stage magic -- the art of conjuring
and illusion -- from the deepest primal real magic. The
Spirit Cabinet of the title is a primitive-looking antique kndieger ¢ ¢

armoire with a shady spirit history. The book begins R
when the two most famous magicians in Vegas, the
glossy and successful duo of Jurgen and Rudolfo, pick
up the cabinet at an estate auction and haul it back to
the bedroom of their multi-million-dollar desert palace.
As soon as the couple returns home with their nearly
$5 million prize, strange things start happening
(strange even for a couple who have an artificial creek running through their house).
Like much antique furniture, The Spirit Cabinet is uneven. While the descriptions of
the childhoods of the two protagonists are interestingly told, it is difficult to
distinguish between the adult men. One of them works with animals, the other
doesn't. One of them wanted the Spirit Cabinet, the other didn't. One of them thinks
everything is all right when he begins floating above the bed at night, the other
doesn't. With Mardi Gras soon upon us, you'll have a better time skipping this
fair-to-middling book and saving your money for luminescent paint and a good
costume.

. 4 /¥ BESBOBO!

MORE BOOK REVIEWS IN THIS ISSUE '
= Francis Ford Coppola's Zoetrope: All Story
= Tulsa
= Apocalypse Culture Il
= Gil Elvgren: All His Glamorous American Pin-Ups
= Adam Sandler: America's Comedian
= The Map of Love: A Novel
= Louse

» Frames of Reference: Looking at American Art, 1900-1950

The Spirit Cabinet

= On the Plains

= The Faeries' Oracle: Working with the Faeries to Find Wisdom, Insight, and Joy
= At the Bottom of the River

= Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader

Share
|7Emailprint articleDigg Twitter Facebook Del.icio.us LinkedLn

POST A COMMENT
UserName: ‘ Password: ‘

Headline (optional): ‘

http://www .austinchronicle.com/gyrobase/Issue/review?oid=0id: 80114

FRIMT THIZ STORY

EMAIL STORY
TO A FRIEMD

=
=
T DIEE T
"

DEL.ICIOUS

FURTHER READING'

Keywords

for this story

« The Spirit Cabinet
« Paul Quarrington

CALENDAR TODAY
University of Texas
BLOGS

« School Closings Under
Fire

« Leffingwell Bites the
Apple

« The Daily Hustle:1/12/11

FORUMS

« Will Texas Be Safe
Haven for Romeos and
Juliets?

« Leffingwell Bites the
Apple

« Holly Won't Go Lightly

ARCHIVES '

More from
January 12, 2001
News

Arts

Books

Food

Screens

Music

Features
Columns

Browse the
Archives by
Issue
Author
Column
Review
Section

< B

PROMOTIONS

1/13/2011 12:45 PM



Austin Books: Review - The Spirit Cabinet - AustinChronicle.com http://www .austinchronicle.com/gyrobase/Issue/review ?0id=0id:801 14

Copyright © 1995-2011 Austin Chronicle Corp. All rights reserved.
HOME | NEWS | ARTS | BOOKS | FOOD | SCREENS | MUSIC | CALENDAR | CITYGUIDE | CLASSIFIEDS | PERSONALS | PROMOTIONS

best of austin | find a paper | submit anevent | info | advertise with us | national advertising | contact | privacy | oops!

2 of 2 1/13/2011 12:45 PM



