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Le Mariage
T DIEE T
by Diane Johnson o DELIZIOUS

Dutton, 322 pp., $23.95

Johnson writes like a 20th-century Jane Austen, all
rapt observation and wry comment. Close in tone and
spirit to her bestselling Le Divorce (1998), Le Mariage

is a fascinating, farcical intellectual froth involving ]
Franco-American interpersonal relationships and the
many ways they can go wrong. On the way to the altar, 1

young, enterprising Frenchwoman Anne-Sophie and
herintended, the gently employed American writer Tim Dla"eﬂ

Nolinger, unsuspectingly become involved in a crime :!_h"f s

involving an internationally famous movie director, his The i o, C5Ditrrc.
young, beautiful, and unsatisfied wife, a stolen

manuscript, a missing passport, an escaped fugitive in

Anne-Sophie's office, chateau guests who won't leave, and the kind of sexual tension
that makes for both interesting parties and international scandals. There's just
nothing like a jealous husband with a shotgun and bad aim to make a plot move
along. Johnson easily ranks among the best contemporary humorists writing today.

She doesn't have to reach for the laughs -- they come naturally from her
observations. Le Mariage is a gem, and you're invited.

Diane Johnson will speak as part of the Fleur Cowles Flair Symposium on
the UT campus on Friday, November 3, at 8:30pm. Call 471-8944.

MORE BOOK REVIEWS IN THIS ISSUE .
» Le Mariage
= Schoolgirls: Young Women, Self-Esteem, and the Confidence Gap
= Graveyard of the Atlantic

= | Know Some Things: Stories About Childhood by Contemporary Writers

Share
|7Emailprint articleDigg Twitter Facebook Del.icio.us LinkedLn

POST A COMMENT
UserName: ‘ Password: ‘

Headline (optional): ‘
Don't have an account?

Create an account
Forgot your username/password?
Why should | create an account?

Comment:

Permission to Print. [ Letter to the editor.  Preview Comment

Copyright © 1995-2011 Austin Chronicle Corp. All rights reserved.

http://www .austinchronicle.com/gyrobase/Issue/review?0id=0id: 79190

FURTHER READING|

Keywords

for this story

* Le Mariage

« Diane Johnson
CALENDAR TODAY

University of Texas

BLOGS

« School Closings Under

Fire

« Leffingwell Bites the

Apple

« The Daily Hustle:1/12/11

FORUMS

« Will Texas Be Safe

Haven for Romeos and

Juliets?

« Leffingwell Bites the

Apple

« Holly Won't Go Lightly

ARCHIVES

More from
November 3, 2000
News

Arts

Books

Food

Screens

Music

Features

Columns

Browse the
Archives by
Issue

Author
Column
Review
Section

HOME | NEWS | ARTS | BOOKS | FOOD | SCREENS | MUSIC | CALENDAR | CITY GUIDE |

best of austin | find a paper | submit an event | info | advertise with us | national advertising |

CLASSIFIEDS |

contact |

< B

PROMOTIONS

1/13/2011 12:51 PM



